
We Have Been Penalized for Good Financial ManagementWe Have Been Penalized for Good Financial Management

We See Funding Not Staying LocalWe See Funding Not Staying Local
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We Specialize in Rural Fire and Emergency ServicesWe Specialize in Rural Fire and Emergency Services

The District has maintained a balanced budget since its inception in 1996 and now has a healthy reserve 

fund.  We have lived within our means.  This has been primarily achieved by not hiring employees, while 

encouraging volunteer fire fighters, and through the great community support whom have donated to the non-

profit Geyserville Volunteer Firefighters’ Association.  A headquarters fire station as built in 2003 as the result 

of a capital campaign fundraising effort.  Sonoma County has and is providing funding to fire departments 
whom now find themselves in a negative cash flow situation.    

GEYSERVILLE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

A Community Based Rural Fire and Emergency Services Agency

The District serves a large rural unincorporated portion of Sonoma County between Cloverdale and 

Healdsburg, and a larger area under contract to Sonoma County.  We are accustomed to lengthy response 

times, delays for additional responders, dirt roads, unrated bridges, and poor cellular coverage.  We pride 

ourselves on finding and mitigating emergencies utilizing local landmarks, ranch names, and knowledge of 

our response area.  

How You Can 

Help Yourself, 

by Helping Us

One of the motivating factors for the creation of the District in 1996 was to keep local property taxes local.  

Prior to 1996, property tax funds designated for fire and emergency services were submitted to the County of 

Sonoma and not proportionally returned to the area where they were generated.  This situation is still 

occurring in the areas surrounding the District with over $1 million dollars designated for fire and 

emergency services being collected but not utilized in the northeastern portion of Sonoma County.  

We are concerned this trend will continue as more funds are collected from our area.  

Fire and emergency services is not about waiting for the next emergency, it is about working together to 

PREVENT the emergency, being PREPARED when an emergency does occur, then initiating a sustainable 

appropriate RESPONSE with appropriate DECISION MAKING during the emergency based upon 

awareness, education, and empowerment.  The District has adopted the Citizens Organized to Prepare for 

Emergencies (COPE) model for individual and community preparedness which is a grass roots effort based 

upon neighbors helping neighbors.  We are working with other northeastern Sonoma County fire agencies to 

build a network of COPE communities.

We believe what we do before the next emergency, in preparedness, is 

more important than what we do during the emergency

1. Contact Supervisor Gore

Northeastern Sonoma County is 

completely within Supervisor Gore’s 

District and express your support of the 

Geyserville Fire Protection District’s 

annexation efforts.

Supervisor Gore’s Contact Information:

district4@sonoma-county.org

(707) 565-2241

2. Inform Your Friends and 

Neighbors

The population of Northeastern Sonoma 

County is small in comparison to other 

portions of the County.  Our/your voice 

needs to be heard.

3. Attend a Board of Supervisor 

Meeting

Contact another Supervisor or attend a 

Board of Supervisor Meeting to speak 

during the public comment portion of 

the meeting.  The other Supervisors 

represent portions of the County 

where YOUR taxes pay for fire 

protection and emergency services if 

you pay property taxes for property on 

Fitch Mountain, in the lower Dry Creek 

Valley, Mill Creek Road, and in/near The 

Geysers.  Supervisor Gore has not 

been able to persuade other 

Supervisors to return the property taxes 

to the area from which they are being 

generated.

What is a “Fire District”

A fire district is a “special” district defined by California 

Health and Safety Code Section 13800 usually independent 

of any city or county government, funded by a portion of the 

ad valorem property tax and any special tax assessment on 

properties within its district.  Fire districts generally provide 

service to rural and/or unincorporated areas surrounding a 

city or several cities, although some (Cloverdale and 

Windsor) provide service within city boundaries as well as to 

the surrounding unincorporated areas.  The Geyserville Fire 

Protection District is governed by 5 elected Board of 

Directors with funds generated locally, staying local.

OUR FIVE YEAR PLAN

Annex adjacent areas not within an existing fire district to 

keep property and special taxes designated for fire and 

emergency response local.

Change the “Geyserville Fire Protection District” name to a 

name that better reflects the area served with and elected 

Board of Directors elected from the area served.

Implement contract for services with Cloverdale Fire 

Protection District, Healdsburg City Fire Department, 

Calistoga City Fire Department and South Lake County Fire 

Protection District to enhance fire and emergency services 

for northeastern Sonoma County.  These contracts will 

support additional fire fighters, community preparedness, 

and promote collaboration amongst agencies with the 

possibility of shared positions such as a training officer and 

additional prevention staff.

Increase education, prevention, and preparedness 

promoting the Citizens Organized to Prepare for 

Emergencies (COPE) and the “community care” 

concepts/models incorporating pre-fire planning, CPR 

classes, social media education, personnel to meet with 

residents and land owners, regular checks on people 

confined to their residence, etc.

Remodel or replace Knights Valley Fire Station to allow for 

staffing and use as a community center.

Develop plans for the construction and staffing of an 

additional fire station near Highway 128 and Chalk Hill Road.  

All other existing fire stations will remain.

Explore advanced life support staffing (paramedic).

We believe each resident should know at least one fire fighter by name
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